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The southwest the indian ocean to the east and ethiopia to the west the population of somalia was estimated by the united nations in 2003 at 9 890 000 and is placed
at number 80 in population among the 193 nations of the world president aden abdille osman became the first head of state of the somali republic in 1960
2 1 6 the conflict in somalia the civil war in somalia has been ravaging the country for two decades the difficulties in achieving peace have highlighted the
powerlessness of the international community the roots of the somali conflict are deep and obscure to the point that the prospects for a solution appear to be moving
further away rather than closer several attempts have been made by regional and international actors to build peace but results are dispiriting evidence suggests that
the methods used to reconcile the actors involved in the struggle have been ineffective marangio 2012
2 2 0 concepts on intervention
Ever since the peace of westphalia 1648 u2013 which heralded the age of the modern nation state foreign military intervention into domestic affairs has been
conceived as ultimo ratio of conflict solution if a conflict occurs within a state there are first other options to solve it from the outside including diplomatic and trade
measures or the direct involvement of a third party as an arbitrator or mediator this third party can either be another state or a multi national organization such as the
un or the nato third parties can contribute to the process of conflict abatement by encouraging the belligerent parties on a termination agreement or providing an
agenda for the negotiation process tegos 2010
Moreover they can help to overcome certain constraints for example by guaranteeing the benefits of an agreement and insuring against the risk of failure rioux 2003 p
3 third party states will therefore only intervene militarily if their very own interests are at stake ibid p 4
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